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Now the green blade rises from 

the buried grain… 

Clivia Hyacinth 



  2 

From the Editor………… May 2021                 

New Shoots, New Life 

Hold the front page! In the church, the old Clivia 

is blossoming once more, and the dead-looking 

hyacinth has new shoots coming up. If that isn’t 

a sign of hope, I don’t know what is! There is still a lot of 

work ahead to reopening for worship and fellowship and we 

don’t yet know what it’s going to be like, but we can’t help 

looking forward to it. 

For many of us, Zoom has been a godsend in terms of being 

able to worship and meet online. Zoom has also opened up 

our church beyond this locality for people who would not 

be able to travel here. Online church can also take away 

any concerns about entering an established community; you 

can switch your camera off if you don’t want to be seen, 

and you can decide how quickly you want to get to know 

people. For some people, online church is just easier than 

attending in person. When we think about our ‘post-

lockdown’ church we may well offer a ‘hybrid’ church and 

be both in the church building and online for worship. 

Of course, many of us have not had access to Zoom during 

this whole period of only meeting online. Elders and 

ministers have tried their best to keep the fellowship going 

with phone calls, printed newsletters and occasional 

sightings in the street, but many of the congregation have 

felt isolated and hungry for fellowship during this ‘lockdown’ 

year. 
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But for now, let’s take these signs of old life returning and 

new life beginning and start thinking about being together 

again in the presence of God (online or in-person!) 

Every Blessing,  

Mel 

 

Christian Aid Week runs from 10th – 

16th May and focuses on fighting the 

climate crisis. The climate emergency is 

one of the greatest injustices we face; people living in 

poverty fight the worst of it every day. From drought to 

flooding, climate change robs people of control over their 

lives. Extreme weather means millions of people are 

struggling to survive without a reliable source of water. 

The easiest way to donate is via the Christian Aid website: 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-

appeals/christian-aid-week 

You can still write a cheque made payable to Christian Aid 

and send it to Christian Aid, 35 Lower Marsh, London, 

SE1 7RL; however, under the current circumstances there is 

a delay to processing donations by post. Please give via the 

website where possible or call 020 7523 2269 to donate by 

telephone using a credit or debit card. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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Family News 
Many of the congregation have now had their second 

vaccination and feel more confident about the future. Elders 

are exploring ways of opening up the church for worship once 

it is safe to do so. 

Jenny Johnson had her first vaccination and is due her 

second one very soon. Jenny enjoys a run out in the car once 

a week with Nicky and is then taken shopping.  

Joyce Henry reported that she has been busy in her allotment 

although the recent weather has caused problems. Strong 

winds move in from The Meadows blowing unchecked straight 

across the plots. Joyce was almost blown over! 

Enid Woods has had both vaccinations. A home visit from her 

hairdresser and the promise of a perm, have done wonders 

for her morale! (so jealous! Got to wait until May 22nd for the 

lovely Daryl to cut my hair – Ed.) Enid has been doing little 

walks near home when the weather was good. 

David and Barbara Williams have both had their second 

Covid vaccinations.  Daughter Catherine and son-in-law Dave 

Gresty celebrated their silver wedding anniversary on April 

27th.  Barbara and David did manage to see them but there 

was no family ’do’. Hopefully in June, there will be a family get 

together to celebrate Catherine’s 50th birthday. 

We send birthday greetings to Sid Beckett, who reached the 

grand age of 95 on 4th May, and to Rev Lee Battle, whose 

birthday is 5th May. Happy Birthday both of you! 
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Church News 
For four years the Rev Dave Fraser has served the North 

Western Synod as the Mission and Discipleship Mentor for the 

South Area.  Dave feels that the time is right for him to move 

on to a new challenge and will leave in mid-July. Central Area 

Partnership have appointed Lawrence Moore (whom many 

of you will know from The Windermere Centre) as their 

Mission Mentor. 

The ‘Space at the Table’ project will continue until July.  As 

our minister, Rev Lee Battle has become increasingly busy, 

Emma Sutcliffe from Chorlton Central has been delivering 

meals to the members of our congregation. We know that the 

meals and the fellowship are much appreciated, and we give 

thanks for the work of everyone involved. 

Beth Gallier from Inspire Levenshulme is organising a mass 

vaccination session for our asylum-seekers; the church is 

helping to fund travel expenses to enable as many as possible 

to take up this opportunity.  

 

 THE BIBLE AND SEXUALITY 

A SERIES OF BIBLE STUDIES EXPLORING SEXUALITY 

Tuesdays: 11th May 7pm – 8pm 

   25th May 7pm – 8pm 

   8th June 7pm – 8pm 

   22nd June 7pm -pm 

Zoom Meeting ID – 879 8348 7389 
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Tuesday 11th May 2pm ‘Zoom to Zimbabwe’ – see p8 

Tuesday 11th May 7pm – 8pm 
Bible Study ‘The Bible and Sexuality’ 

– see p 5 

Wednesday 12th May 11am 
Coffee Morning 

Meeting ID: 770 690 9432 

Sunday 16th May 4.30pm 
WStN/ Metropolitan Congregation 

Zoom service 

Wednesday 19th May 11am 
Coffee Morning 

Meeting ID: 770 690 9432 

Wednesday 19th May 7.30pm ‘Carpe Diem’ session – p7 

Sunday 23rd May 4.30pm 
WStN/ Metropolitan Congregation 

Zoom service 

Monday 24th May 7.30pm  Elders Meeting 

Tuesday 25th May 7pm – 8pm Bible Study ‘The Bible and Sexuality’  

Wednesday 26th May 11am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 30th May 4.30pm 
WStN/ Metropolitan Congregation 

Zoom service 

Tuesday 1st June 7pm  

Zoom meeting ID: 845 4273 

0681 Passcode: 412972 

Book Club: ‘Dazzling Darkness’ by 

Rachel Mann, ‘Specks and Planks’ 

by Jeff Lucas 
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Lectionary Bible Readings for this month 

Taken from “Roots on the Web” Lectionary Year B 
 

 

May 2nd 

Easter 5 

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31;  

1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 

May 9th 

Easter 6 

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6;  

John 15:9-17 

May 16th 

Easter 7 

Acts 1:15-17,21-26; Psalm 1;  

1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 

May 23rd 

Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21; Ezekiel 37:1-14;  

Psalm 104:24-34,35b; Romans 8.22-27; 

John 15:26-27; 16.4b-15 

May 30th 

Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29;  

Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17 

June 6th 

Proper 5 

Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130;  

2 Corinthians 4:13-5.1; Mark 3:20-35 

 

 

  

Carpe Diem 

An informal exploration of what church life might look like post-

covid.  

Wednesday 19th May at 7.30pm  

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86246349125?pwd=QWNicmh 

idjBoVG5Fb1BNSFM1OWhtdz09 

Meeting ID: 862 4634 9125  

Passcode: 024468 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86246349125?pwd=QWNicmh%20idjBoVG5Fb1BNSFM1OWhtdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86246349125?pwd=QWNicmh%20idjBoVG5Fb1BNSFM1OWhtdz09
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Zimbabwe is Wilbraham St Ninian’s partner country in the 

Commitment for Life programme. 

Join Commitment for Life in partnership with Christian Aid 

for an afternoon of updates, music, fellowship and more 

with their ‘Zoom to Zimbabwe’ event on 

Tuesday, 11th May at 2pm. 

For meeting ID and passcode please email Suzanne 

Pearson at Suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk 
 

mailto:Suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk

