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From the Editor.............. November 2016
, At the time of writing we have still to experience
Hallowe'en, Remembrance Sunday, Bonfire Night
"~""""·"----~~· and yet the shops are already full of Christmas
goodies and shopping centres have switched on their Christmas
Lights and installed Santa! Your editor refuses to contemplate
Christmas until the Advent Tea happens so this month's bulletin
is focused on the imagery of fireworks and prayer
Prayer is described as earthly petitions rising up "as the smoke
of incense together with prayers" (Revelations 8:4).
As the fireworks shoot into the sky, our eyes are riveted to the
small almost indiscernible streak paving its way to the heavens
We pray, shooting our earthly petitions up to God. Sometimes it
feels insignificant down here and almost indiscernible..• like the
faint projectile .. But once our prayers break through the
Heavens- when God takes hold of them- something wonderful
happens. The hush of anticipation breaks into "oohs and aahs"
with each burst of colour, sound and light. Not one pattern is
alike: each is varied, beautiful and powerful. Just like the
fireworks, God responds to each prayer, producing powerful and
varied results for all to see. We whisper our prayer and it shoots
up to heaven. When God receives it, it opens in beautiful and
unexpected ways. We see the answers come tumbling down
from heavenly places.
This year, as you follow those tiny ribbons heavenward, attach a
small prayer in your heart to one or two. As the colour bursts
forth imagine God at work with your small act of faith. Be ready
to wait and trust that it has reached its destination and that
God will answer you in ways you could never foresee.
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The Windermere Centre
The URC Mission Council discussed the future
of the Windermere Centre during four separate
sessions at its meeting at High Legh in
October. The Windermere Centre is one of the
United Reformed Church's four Resource
Centres for Learning. The discussion was wide-ranging and careful, and
included the Centre's financial position. Mission Council considered three
options:
1.

To pursue a partnership with an ecumenical hospitality provider;

2.

To continue to operate on the current model;

3.

To close the Centre.

The conclusion was that of the three options, Mission Council was
minded to favour the third option to close the centre. With sadness,
Mission Council considered that the financial challenges of keeping the
Centre open are too great and it did not wish to continue underwriting the
c::ost~ of maintaining the Centre. The finance and the education and
learning committees, noting that the final decision about the Centre has
not yet been taken, have been tasked with looking at the full implications
of closing the Centre. The two committees will bring a report to the next
meeting of Mission Council in May 2017, and it is expected that the final
decision on the future of the Windermere Centre will be made then.
A clear call was made to Mission Council to use the Centre as much as
possible between now and May 2017. There was absolutely no doubt
about the high regard which members of Mission Council have for the
staff at the Centre, with many people speaking of the great hospitality and
service provided by the Centre.
Brian Jolly, the North-West Synod clerk has asked churches to remember
the Centre staff in their prayers
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News Round up
FamilY News
lan Meadowcroft reports that his wife, Eira, has recovered from her
illness, so much so that she has been visiting the new Meadowcroft
grandchildren. We are glad to hear she is on the mend!
Sheila Wentworth is still in hospital following a stroke. We send our love
and best wishes to Sheila, Fiona and Brian and the family. Please keep
the family in your prayers.
Jimmy Kyesswa, a regular worshipper with the Metropolitan
Congregation, has been in Immigration Detention since September. His
fresh claim was refused and his lawyer is seeking a judicial review.
Please pray for Jimmy and the congregation during this stressful time.

We are saddened to hear of the death on October 29th of Elsie Ingham,
Mel's mother. She died peacefully in her sleep, at home after a long and
happy life. We do not yet know the date of the funeral. Please keep
Elsie's family in your prayers.

Church News
Noticeboard

Work on refurbishing the noticeboard will take place soon. As well as the
new URC logo, it will feature a QR code on a white background, which
allows people with smartphones to scan the code with their phones and
automatically view the church website.
Daily Devotions

Daily Devotions from the United Reformed Church will be sent out by
email every day from the First Sunday of Advent. A team of writers from
different places and perspectives in the URC are reflecting on a reading
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and offering a short prayer each day for us to use in our own journeys of
discipleship. In order to sign up please simply go to:
flttp://tinvur!.com/URCDa ilvDevotions and complete the form.
Past Case Review
In line with other Christian denominations, the United Reformed Church is
currently conducting a Past Case Review about the behaviour or conduct
of anyone associated with the URC since its formation in 1972. The first
phase began in October 2015 and consisted of reading the files of
ministers in the United Reformed Church. From 4th October 2016 until
March 2017 the second phase is taking place; Anyone who has concerns
about behaviour or conduct of anyone affiliated with the URC since its
formation is invited to make a formal disclosure.

RBtirement Of ~V Bob DaY
~\.~~;,~HJ~i·;~~,fff-;[fi§i(Mfi')<J$:I

Members and friends of churches where
Bob Day ministered over the past 25 years,

met at Trinity Community Church, Moss
Side, Manchester, on Sunday 23rd-October
2016 to celebrate Bob's ministry and to
thank his wife, Brenda for her support. Bob
was presented with a book of photographs
and several gifts. Wilbraham St Ninians was
represented at the service and Bob was
given a card and a cheque from our
congregation. The worship reflected Bob's
jnvolvement with the Faith Network 4
-.;.---"""""'----",____, Manchester, of which he is chair, and
included a Jewish blessing from a local Rabbi and a reading from the
Muslim scriptures. Bob is planning to devote more time to his Interfaith
work, after a holiday with Brenda in the South of France~ We wish Bob
and Brenda many happy years ahead.
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Dates & Rotas
Oct 30

United Service at Manley Park Methodist

Nov3

Open Church: 10.00 am -12.00 pm.
Quiet space for prayer & reflection

Nove

Worship Group led by Mel Hall

Nov 10

Open Church: 10.00 am -12.00 pm.
Quiet space for prayer & reflection

Nov 13

Rev Fleur Houston
Remembrance Sunday

Nov 17

Open Church: 10.00 am -12.00 pm.
Quiet space for prayer & reflection

Nov 20 ·

Rev Valerie Davies
Christ the King

Nov20

Transgender Day of Remembrance
Metropolitan Congregation Service led by
Jenny-Anne Bishop

Nov24

· Open Church: 10.00 am - 12.00 pm.
Quiet space for prayer & reflection

Nov27

Rev Dr Adam Scott
Advent1

Nov27

Advent Tea- put it in your diary now; more
details in the next bulletin

Dec 1

Open Church: 10.00 am -12.00 pm.
Quiet space for prayer & reflection

Dec4

Rev Dr Jack McKelvey
Advent2
6

~

Readers & Readings
Taken from "Roots on the Web" 2016 Revised Common Lectionary Year c

Isaiah 1:10-18; Psalm 32:1-7;
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12;
Luke 19:1-10

Oct30

At Manley
Park

Nov6

Ian
Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27Meadowcroft

Job 19:23-27a; Psalm 17:1-9; 2
38

Nov 13
Remembrance Ella Burton
Sunday

Malachi 4.1-2a; Psalm 98;
2 Thessalonians 3.6-13; Luke 21.5-19

Nov20
Christ the
King

Jeremiah 23.1-6; Psalm 46;
Chris Burton Colossians 1.11-20; Luke 23.33-43

Nov27
Advent1

Mandy
Pearks

Isaiah 2.1-5; Psalm 122;
Romans 13.11-14; Matthew 24.36-44

Dec4
Advent2

Melanie Hall

Isaiah 11.1-10; Psalm 72.1.-7, 18-19;
Romans 15.4-13; Matthew 3.1-12

**Please check readings with the preacher In good tlme before the service **
Thank you to Kath Lacy for producing the Readers' Rota.
Please speak to Brenda Beckett If you can help with either paying for or
arranging flowers.

CHURCH GARDENING MORNING
SATURDAY 29TH OCTOBER
A massive "thank you" to everyone who helped with the
cleaning & gardening morning and provided well deserved
food for the hungry workers!
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A:I>VEIT TEA
~7TH

IOVEHEEil

The Advent Tea takes place on Sunday 27
November starting 2.30 - 3.30 pm with crafts,
musical entertainment, quizzes etc. in the Old
Hall, carols at 4.00pm in the church followed by
a bring-and-share tea and more musical
entertainment.
Please put the date in your diary
Transgender Day of Remembrance
The International Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDoR),
has been celebrated worldwide every year since 1998.
On that day, 2oth November, we memorialise the people who
have been killed that year, by murder or by suicide as a result of
their perceived transgendered identity.
Those people may have been transsexual, intersex, cross
dressers or others, or they may have been mistaken for someone
else. But their lives were ended because they did not conform to
the gender roles that other people expected of them.
Metropolitan Congregation will mark the day in their afternoon
service at 4.30pm , led by Jenny-Anne Bishop.
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