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God's command amazing
things happen,
wonderful things that we
can't understand.

6 He

commands snow to fall
on the earth,
and sends torrents of
drenching rain.

7 He

brings our work to a stop;

he shows us what he can
do
Job 37:5 - 7
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Year C: The Gospel of Luke
In our three-year lectionary cycle, Year C features the
Gospel of St. Luke. Written between the years 80-85
AD, Luke’s Gospel is unique in the NT in having a
sequel, the Acts of the Apostles. Between them,
Luke’s two books form a document of faith that recalls how the Holy
Spirit came into human history through Jesus of Nazareth and passed
from the Risen Christ to his Church.
The main characteristic of Luke’s Gospel is its inclusiveness of people
whom society at that time treated as outsiders: Gentiles, women,
people on the fringes such as tax collectors, sinners and prostitutes.
From now on everyone, Jew and Gentile, has the possibility of
entering the Kingdom of God.
One of the many motifs that run through Luke’s Gospel is that of the
journey. At the very end of the Gospel, on the road to Emmaus two
grieving disciples encounter the Risen Christ who walks with them.
They don’t recognise him and they tell him about the events of the
past week. In turn Jesus breaks open the scriptures for them
“interpreting the things concerning himself”. As they approach the
city, the disciples invite him to stay and eat with them and there
they recognize him in “the breaking of bread”.
In his journey to resurrection and return to the Father Jesus must
pass through Jerusalem, the city of his passion. So, as we seek to
follow Jesus this year, we must also be willing to embrace the
journey of the cross, through the city of our lives, on our individual
and communal journey to the Father. Whatever happens to us on our
journey, Luke tells us that Jesus will be walking with us, and we will
know him in the breaking of bread.
Every Blessing, Mel
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A ‘Goodbye’ message from Sue
As I leave for pastures new, I want to thank you all for your love,
friendship and support over the last sixteen years. When me and
Mario inadvertently walked in on the advent tea all those years
ago, little did I know what a wonderful new family we had found in
the community of Wilbraham St Ninians!
For all the smiles, the fun, the kind words, the advice, the cups of
tea (even the weak ones) the comfort, the wonderful music,
stimulating services, the opportunities to contribute, the
wonderful conversations about faith and church life and most
importantly of all, the companionship in faith ‘thank you’. Being
part of our church community has been a hugely important,
fulfilling and enriching part of my life. Thank you for accompanying
me on my faith journey.
Leaving my family, friends, job, church community, home and
country feels daunting indeed but I do know and believe that God
is ever present and will guide me as I begin this new chapter of my
life, reunited with Mario.
When I am back in the country I will of course come and join you in
prayer and praise. I will miss you very much and keep you and all
your good work in my prayers. Kath once said to me that she often
sensed the Holy Spirit moving amongst our congregation - so often I
have felt an intense sense of calmness, safety, unity and being
‘held’ during our services – ‘a very special place with very special
people’. When Kath said that, I realised that this is indeed the Holy
Spirit at work.
I hope that this is ‘hasta luego’ rather than ‘adios’ and I promise to
keep in touch with updates from Colombia.

With love, Sue
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News Round up
Family News
Joyce Henry has fallen and injured herself at home. She was taken
by ambulance to Wythenshawe Hospital to be checked for broken
bones and concussion, but was allowed home to recuperate. Joyce
reported that her swollen eye, cheek and neck were technicoloured.
Alastair Lyall overbalanced while kneeling down clearing a blocked
drain outside his house. He sustained cuts and bruises to his face.
Alastair is awaiting a series of medical tests. Alastair and Shelia
have also journeyed to Glasgow and back in a day to attend a family
funeral.
Following his heart attack and deep vein thrombosis, Special
Category Minister Mike Walsh is on sick leave until March. Our TLS
Lite group will continue with the current module and then see how
well Mike is feeling.
Please remember our friends in your prayers.
This edition of the Bulletin contains a “goodbye” message from Sue
Posada, who is leaving Manchester to live in Colombia with her
husband Mario. Sue and Mario were married at Wilbraham St
Ninian’s and Mario’s mother, Maria, visited us in 2010 (she still talks
about the warm welcome she received). Sue has been part of our
church family for several years, participating in the choir and the
readers’ rota; she was also a member of the MadDonnas for a long
time. We will miss you, Sue, but we wish you every happiness as
you enter this new phase of your life and re-unite with Mario.
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Synod News
Andrew Mills (former Moderator of NW Synod) is being inducted
into his new pastorate next week.in Southern Synod. We send our
good wishes to Andrew and Ruth in their new home.
Our Church Secretary Kath has just been informed that an
advertisement for a new Moderator has been issued by Synod. The
interviews are scheduled for May 2019 with an appointment before
Jan 2020.
Steering Groups for all three Missional Partnerships have been
established and have had at least one meeting. Our Mission
Enabler, Dave Fraser, has organised a series of workshops, training
days, retreat and reflection events and set up a website to access
resources. The website address is http://jesusshapedchurch.org.
Elders will discuss the programme at their next meeting, but
everyone is encouraged to have a look at the website and use the
resources.
We have just heard that the Synod Manse Scheme now has
sufficient support for it to be implemented. We look forward to the
Synod calling some ministers to occupy the new manses!

World Day of Prayer
World Day of Prayer (renamed from “Women’s World Day of
Prayer”) service will be held on Friday March 1st at 7.00pm at
Wilbraham St Ninian’s. This year’s service has been devised by
women from Slovenia and is called “Come - Everything is Ready!”.
All are welcome to attend. Would anyone who wishes to volunteer to
participate in the service by reading or leading prayers please see
Kath Lacy.
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Readers & Readings
Taken from “Roots on the Web” 2019 Revised Common Lectionary Year
C

January 27

George
Morton

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm19;
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21

February 3

Melanie
Hall

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6;
1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30

February 10 Kath Lacy
February 17

Mandy
Pearks

Sian
February 24
Richards
March 3

Chris
Burton

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138;
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1;
1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26
Genesis 45:3-11,15; Psalm 37:1-11,3940; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50;
Luke 6:27-38
Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99;
2 Corinthians 3:12-4.2; Luke 9:28-36

** Please check readings with the preacher in good time before the service **
Thank you to Kath Lacy for producing the Readers’ Rota.
Church Meetings
(Sundays 1.45pm,)
March 17th
June 16th
September 15th
December 15th

Elders Meetings (Mondays at 7.30pm)
January 28th
February 25th
April 29th
May 20th (27th is a Bank Holiday)
July 22nd
October 28th
November 25th
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Dates & Rotas
January 27

Philip Jones

February 3

Songs of Praise Service led by Chris Burton

February 10

Worship Group led by Melanie Hall
Communion

February 17

Rev Tony Burnham

February 24

Worship Group led by Ella Burton

February 25

Fairtrade Fortnight begins

Friday
March 1 `

World Day of Prayer 7pm

March 3

Dr Adrian Curtis

Wednesday
March 6

Ash Wednesday Service led by Walt
Johnson

Open Church
The church is open for quiet reflection and prayer every Thursday
morning 10:00am – 12:00pm
Please sign up for the Tea Rota at the back of the church.
Contributions to the Flower Fund would be welcome.
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FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT
For two weeks each year, thousands of individuals,
companies and groups across the UK come together to
celebrate the people who grow our food, people who
live in some of the poorest countries in the world and
who are often exploited and badly paid. This year Fair
Trade Fortnight focuses on the people who grow the cocoa in the
chocolate we love so much.
£1.82 is the amount a cocoa farmer in West Africa needs to earn
each day in order to achieve a living income. Currently, a typical
cocoa farmer in Cote d’Ivoire lives on less than 73p a day. For the
women the situation is even worse. They may plant and harvest on
the farm, look after children, carry water, collect wood, cook and
clean for the family, and transport the cocoa beans to market but
they are likely to see even less money for their work.
This is why Fairtrade is campaigning for a living income to become a
reality for cocoa farmers in West Africa.
The simplest way to support cocoa farmers around the world is to
buy Fairtrade chocolate and cocoa. While this doesn’t immediately
solve all the issues, keeping up the demand allows farmers to sell
more of their cocoa on Fairtrade terms thus increasing their income.
Lord, In the sweat shops that make our clothes,
Amongst the slaves who produce our chocolate,
On the plantations that produce our coffee and tea,
Bring the light of justice and economic fairness,
By your grace, enable us to live in such a way
that may we help and not hinder your work
of reconciling the world to you, Amen
The Baptist Union
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